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Sri H P Sarmah, Scientist, Dr P G Rao, Director, NEIST and Prof P K Seth,

The MNational Technology Day was
celebrated in the North East Institute
of Science & Technology (NEIST)
{formerly RRL ) at Jorhat along with rests
of the country on 12 May with a well
charted out programme amidst much
enthusiasm. Instead of its usual day of
celebration i.e. 11 May, the MEIST
proposed to observed the day on 12
May on account of 11 May being
Sunday. Held ot NEIST auditorium the
celebration funcation was presided
over by Dr P G Rao, Director, NEIST in
which Prof P K Seth, former Director of
Indian Institue of Toxicology Research
(formerly ITRC), Lucknow and Chief

Executive Officer, Biotech Park,

Lucknow attended as the Chief Guest
and delivered the Technology Day
lecture. The function waos largely
attended by invited guests, preminent
cifizen of the town Shri Dulal Chandra
Barua, members of press and media,
family members of MEIST both old and
new, invited entrepreneurs notably Mr
Samsul Hague of M/s Premier Agro
Products of Sivasagar and Mr RK
Birendra Singh & Mr Maibam Dhanhir
Singh of M/s Aroma Health Care,
Manipur, students and teachers besides
the scientific community of NEIST.
Welcoming the oudience, Dr PG Rao,

the Chief Guest

in his speech mentioned that he felt
deeply honoured to find the eminent
personality like Prof Seth of NEIST on
this auspicious occasion who almaost
single handedly established the Biotech
Park in Llucknow. He also
acknowledged with gratitude the
presence of invited enfrepreneurs who
tock technologies from MEIST for
commercial exploitation. Speaking on
the importance of the day he said that
national security and technology
development are inseparoble from
each other which recounts for
invaluable coniributions of science. In
fact, it is the technology which alone




Prof P K Seth, the Chief Guest releasing the Texchnology on Herbal Agarbotti 1o an
enfrepreneur on National Technology Day af NEIST flanked by others.

can remave many impediments that
our country is facing today. In so for
as the technology development is
concerned, the C5IR is at the forefront
and it has become more user focussed
today, he added. In this connection
he alsa briefly mentioned about the
coniribufions made by NEIST for its
shore of nation building. Delivering
the National Technology Day lecture
on his chosen topic Biotechnology
Applications in Health, Agriculture
and Environment’ Prof Seth gave a

very illuminating and elloborate talk
on the status of Biotechnology in India,
its contributions and future, He
menticned that the discovery of DNA
in 1955 revolutionized the biology
which led fo MMNC's scripting success
in India, Because of biotechnology,
there had been a significant increase
of 140% production of Bt. cotton in
2006 over the year 2004 from 1.3
million to 3.8 million ha. India today
is among the top 10 growers of
biotech craps in the world and ifs role

in the haalthcare sector particularly in
the diagnostic and detection is never
to be questioned, he informed. India
today is counted among the Biotech -
knowledge providers. The National
Biotechnology Development Strategy
encourages Public-Private partership
ventures and the Department of
Biotechnology invest upto 30% for
biotechnelogy development. Befitting
1o the occasion, two NEIST developed
lechnologies, one of which is very new
namely Herbal Agarbaiti with
mosquito repellent properties and
Liquid Deodorant Cleaner were
relegsed fo two entrepreneurs - one
frem Sivasagar, Assam and the other
from Imphal, Manipur. The
entrepreneurs duo signed Knowhow

| Transter agreements to that eflect. The

Chief Guest also released a four-
paged special brochure on NEIST
brought cut on the accasion. The
Chief Guest waos presented with' o
mementa  for delivering the
Foundation Day lecture. Earlier, the
day was declared as " Open Day’ for
the visit of students, teachers and other
public. About 500 school children
visited the loboratery and went round
the various departments to see for
themselves on the spot the various
ongoing research activities,

NEIST ORGANIZED WORKSHOP ON HAZARDS_
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View of the Hozard Workshops of Sivasager & Tinsukia

MNEIST erganized three awareness
programme curmn workshop an hazards
in three districts of Assam namely
Goalpara, Tinsukia and Sivasagar on
30 April, 9 and 14 May, 2008
respectively. The workshops were held
with the joint inifiofives of Goalpara
branch of Assam Science Society at

Goalpara College, Eco-club of the
Panitola HS School of Tinsukia and
Schoal Science Centre, Dholebagan
HS School at Sivasagar which were
respectively inougurated-by Shri
Amulya Sarma, President of the
Zoalpora branch of Asssam Science
Society, Shri Dipok, Borua, Project
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Director, DRDA, Tinsukia and Shri
Robin  Gohain, Principal of
Dholebagan HS School. The Geolpara
programme included lectures on
*Disaster management with special
reference 1o earthquake’ by Shi A C
Sarma, Principal, Cheigaon College,
‘Disaster preparedness for risk
minimization’ by Shri R Choudhury,
Goaolpara College, "Health Care
during disaster’ by Dr 5 Ali, Senior
Physician, Goalpara Civil Hospital
‘Hazard Management - Plan and
Programme at Goalpara district’ by Or
RD Choudhury, District Planning
Officer, Goalpara Districi
Administration, 'Earthguake
preparedness and awareness’ by M
Rhaman, Technical Officer, NEIST and
"The Geogrophical aspects of disoster
in the NE Flood Management in
Brahmaputra valley” by Dr Siddhi Math




Sarmo of Goalpara college. In the
Tinsukia programme topics like
Earthquake Monagement by M
Rahman, Flood preparedness by Shri
D Bhattacharyya, Lecturer{Retd.),
Tinsukia College and Highlights of
road accidents and rescue measures
by Shri Makur Buragahain, Circle
Inspector, Tinsukia and " Pelluting
agents which affect the environment’
by Dr Kirti Dey. Dheolebagan

programme was divided into two
technical sessions in which lectures on
the iopics like "Earthquake hazards
with special reference to Assam & NE
region by Shri D Konwar of Gargoon
College, “Hazardous Chemicals’ by Dr
R Kenwar of Senari College, *Hazards
of flood ond soil erosion’ by Shri C
Gogoi, Lecturer, Gorgoon College and
"Disaster Manogement’ by Shri § C
Baruah, ADC(Sr), Civil Defence,

Sivasagar were delivered, A fotal of
400 participants in all the three
programmes comprising of students,
teachers, NGOs, women, senior
citizen took part and interacted with
the resource persons for their various
gueries on the topics. Dr PC Neog,
Scientist F and Mr M Rahman, Technical
OHicer, MNEIST coordinated the
programmes. The workshops were
catalyzed and supported by RVPSP
DST, Govt of Indio, New Delhi.

V_VORKSHOP ON NATURAL HAZARD SCENARIO OF NORTH EAST INDIA HELD

3ri Falguni Rakumar, Secretary, NEC ond Dr PG Rae, Director, MEIST (ot the centre) alang
with other participants of the notural hozord workshep,

The MNEIST Jorhat organized o
workshop on "MNatural Hazard
Seenario in Morth East Inida’ in the
laboratory under the aegis of North
Eastern Council([MEC), Shilleng on 2
lune, 2008. The workshop was held
io review the implementation of the
“Wide Area Seismic Metwork” installed
under the NEC supported laboraory
programme ‘' On-line/real-time
Seismic Metwark for Disaster
Management in NE India’ and also to
highlight the activities of the NEIST-
Jorhat, Morth East Space Application
Centre(NESAC), Shillong and Remote
Sensing Application Centre (RSAC),
ltanogar, Arunachal Pradesh towards
hazard reduction and disaster
mitigation.  Held wunder the
Chairmanship of Shri Falguni
Rajkumar, I1AS, Secretary, NEC the
workshop was attended by amaong
others the State Secretanies of the NE
states wiz. Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
MNagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura, D PG Roo, Director, NFIST-

Jorhat, Dr UK Mishra, Director, S&T
Cell, NEC, Dr PP Mageswor Rao,
Director, NESAC, Shillong and Dr G
Ch. Chinnaioh, Director, Arunachal
Pradesh Science & Technology besides
the scientists of NEIST, NESAC, RSAC
and NE Stotes” S&T divisions. Dr PG
Roo,Director, NEIST extended a warm
welcome to the Chairman, NEC and
the participonts and opprised the
audience of the contributions of NEIST
towards the development of NE region
and also spoke about the state of art
of the programme on-line/real-time
seismic network being implemented by
the laboratory. Dr Rao thanked MEC
for choosing NEIST as the venue for
holding the workshop. Shri Falguni |
Rajkumar, Secretary, NEC in his speech
as the Chairman spoke about the
importance of the workshop and in that
connection he acknowledged the
efforts made by NEIST, NESAC and
RSAL townrds natural hazard reduction
in NE India adding that the central
government is having a mandate for
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high technology support system
towards disoster mitigation and
sustainable development of the region.
Dr U K Mishra, Director, S&T Cell,

Shillong gave an overview of the

| various NEC supported programmes

as implemented by different institutions
of the region and emphasised on the
need for hazard communication and
early warning system to minimize the
losses and damages caused by
earthquakes. Speaking about the
NEIST's NEC programme, the Principal
Investigator Shr R Duarah, Scientist F
mentioned about the achievements in
seismic monitoring, focilities created for
site specific early warning and action
plan for hazard communication far NE
India. He also emphasized on the need
for seismic microzination studies as
port of hozard reduction in urbab areas
and capital cities of ME states, NESAC
Director Dr PP Nageswar Roo spoke
on the space technology for the
development of the region and in that
connection he informed about the
NESAC's efforts towards making
available the space imageries to each
of the NE states. Dr G Ch Chinnaiah,
Director, APST briefly spoke abaut the
land use plonning being taken up his
institute in parts of Arunachal Pradesh.
The participants also met ot a group
discussion on the issues involved. In
the concluding remarks, the Chairman
stressed upon the mutual coaperation
omong the concerned scientific
instituions of the region for making joint
effarts for timely actions and correciive
measures fo be foken towards
minimizing the ill-effects of notural
disaster in the region and for achieving
that he appealed to share the findings
with the State departments, As o par
of the programme |, the porticiponts



also visited the various departments of
the laboratory to see for themselves the
various on gaing research activities.
They were also shown two films on
NEIST activities namely NEIST Towards
Societal Development and The
Butterfly Story.

Best International Paper
Presentation Award for NEIST

Scientists

The research paper titled ‘Makum
Coals,  Assam Indifferent
Characteristics’ authored by B Baruah
and F Katoky, as presented by scientists
duo of NEIST in the International
Seminar an Mineral Processing
Technolgy (MPT 2008) was adjudged
the "Best Poper’ presentation and
hence they were aworded the
‘Peravadhunulu Award’ in the said
seminar by the Indian Institute of
tineral Engineers (IIME). The seminar
was jointly organised by IME, National
Institute for Interdisciplinary Science
ond Technolagy (NIIST), Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Ashapura Group,
Mumbai which was held during 22-
24 April, 2008 ot Thiruva-
nanthgpurom, The 1IME is a
professional body of the mineral
engineers in the country which was
established in 1948 with its
headquarters are ot NML, Jamshedpur.
The Peravadhunuly Award is given for
the Best Paper Presentation on Mineral
Characterization in International
Conference on Mineral Processing
Technology periodically organized by
[IME. The various confributors of the
papers in the MPT-2008 were from
USA, Sweden, Austrilia, Korea, Ching,
UAE, Turkey, Japan and India. Hats off
to the Scientists duo of NEIST

Project undertaken
Grant-in-aid

Characterization, beneficiation and
utility study of some Graphite deposits
from Arunachal Prodesh undertaken on
behalf of Ministry of Mines, Govt. of
India. (Total Cast - Rs, 264.30 lakh, P -
Mr P Sengupta, Sc., Period - 3 yrs.)

Creation  of  Bicinformatics
infrastructure facility (BIF) for the
promotion of biclegy teaching through

bicintormatics (BTBI) o sheme of
BTISnet undertaken on behalf of DBT,
New Delhi. {Total cost - Rs. 20 lakhs,
PI- Dr R L Bezbaruah, Sc, Period - 1 yr.

Consultancy

Approach for reclamation of drill sites
through application of vegetation for
environment protection undertaken on
behalf of ONGCL, Sivasagar.

(Total Cost - Rs. 47 .89 lakh, PI-Dr (Ms)
Neelima Saikia, Sc., Period - 2 yrs_ )

Projects completed
Grant-in-aid

Antibacterial activity of falk medicinal
plants against the flacherie dissase in
muga silkwerm Anthereeo assamo
undertaken on behalf of Institute of
Himaloyan Environment and
Development, Ministry of Environment
& Forests (GAP 0143 ). PI-Dr B G
Unni, Scientist.

Improved biomass production in Som
(M bobycina) through molecular
markers and PGPR and their
applicatien in muga silkworm
undertaken on behalf of Department
of Science & Technology, Govt. of
India, New Delhi (GAP 0158 ) P
Dr B G Unni, Scientist.

Project evaluated

Dr H B Singh, Scientist-In-Charge,
NEIST Sub-station, Imphal, Manipur
evaluated the CAPART project
‘Pramotion of roof-top rain water
harvesting technology (pre funding)
as submitted by Social Enhancement
& Rural Development Society,
Chandel, Manipur.

Process released

The process High Strength Proppont {As
is where is basis) was relesed to M/s
Marvelore Mining & Allied Industries
Pvt. Ltd Surat, Gujarat.

Supply of materials

The Planting materials of
Citronella & Lemongrass were
supplied to Amalgamated
Plantations (P) Ltd., Kolkata at a
total cost of Rs 25,000/-.
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SEMINAR/SYMPOSIA/
MEETING ATTENDED

Dr P G Rao, Director, NEIST cltended
the following meetings -

(i)}5th meeting of the Academic Cc:-unc.rl
of Tezpur University on 9 May, 2008,
(ii) Selection Committee of Dibrugarh
University for the post of Registrar on
14 May, 2008.

(iii} 39th Research Council meeting of
CIMAE Lucknow on 15 May, 2008.
{iv)] DSIR’s PRC meeting of Ogene
Systemns Pvt. Ltd.af Hyderabad on 17
tay, 2008

{v] Meeting of the Pollution &
Environment Committee of FINER,
Guwahati on 14 June, 2008,

(vi} Technical Workshop on Clean Coal
Technology at CSIR Science Centre on
19 June, 2008.

vii} Seminar on Organic Agriculiure
and Herticultureorganized by Indian
Chambers of Commerce at Guwahati
on 24 June, 2008,

(viii) Technical "Workshop on Clean
Coal Technology'at CSIR Science
Cenire on 19 June, 2008,

Dr B G Unni, Scienfist visited Cochin
University of Science & Technology,
Kochi, Kerala to meel Dr Gagan
Prathap, Vice Chancellor fo discuss the
progress of activities under the Mol
signed between CSIR and Tezpur
University on 28 May, 2008,

Or B G Unni, Scientist had a special
meeting with Or C5 Paulose, Diractor,
Department of Biotechnology to
discuss various matters regarding the
organization ol International
Conference on Advances in
MNeurosciences fo be held ot Cochin
University of Science & Technology,
Kachi, Kerala.

Dr Mina Borthakur, Scientist attended
the National Bamboo Mission
Workshop on ‘Multiplication of
Bamboo species through Plant Tissue
Culture technique’ held at Composite
Training Centre Hall, Lichubari, Jorhat
and Bishnu Ram Baruah Hall, Jorhat
on Z3rd and 27th May, 2008 as o

resource person and delivered lectures.

Or B G Unni, Scientist attended the
special E C meeting of Tea
Improvement Consortium held at Tea



Research Association, Tocklai, Jorhat
on 4 May, 2008 and reviewed projects

funded by DBT under TIC and other
programmes,

Dr Mina Borthakur, Scientist wos
invited to attend the training
programme on Bamboo Propagation
and Management organised by
Camposite Training Centre, SIRD,
Luchubari, Jerhat during 16-18 June,
2008 as a resource person,

5r Prohin Boruah, T O affended the
Statelevel meeting of Mational
Children's Science Congress, 2008
and State Level Sensitization meeting
an Environmental Information System
organized by ASTEC, Guwahati ot
Kalokhetra during 24-25 June, 2008
in his capacity as the District Academic
Coordinatar of NCSC, 2008,

HONOURS/RECOGNITION

Dr R K Sharma, Scientist has been
neminated as a member the Committee
to Setting Up Herbal Gardens to
Showecase India’s Traditional Systems of
Medicine constituted by the Gowt, of
Assom under the Department of Healith
& Family Welfare.

Cr Paran Baruah, Scientist has been
included in the Daotabase of
Environmental Experts in India : 2007
prepared by Manpower Management
Centre of the Ministry of Ervironment
& Farest, Govt. of India, New Delhi.

Dr B G Unni, Scientist was nominated
as an examiner of Ph O thesis for
Science degree of Jodavpur University,
Kolkato by the Secretary, Faculty of
Science, ladavpur University,

Dr B G Unni, Scientist was nominated
as a member of the Advisory
Committee, International Con ference
on Advances in Neurosciences and
MNBMNI Workshep on Meurobiclagy and
Meurointormatics to be held in
December, 2008 ot Cochin University
of Science & Technology, Kechi, Kerala.
Dir B G Unni, Scientist was nominated
as an Examiner of Ph D thesis for
Science Degrees of the Jadovpur
University, Kolkata by the Secretary,
Faculty of Science, ladavpur
University, Kalkata.

Dr B G Unni, Scientist was nominated
as o reviewer of project proposals by
the Department of Science &
Technolegy, Gaovt. of India, New Delhi.

Ph D Awarded

s Mamoni Soikia, Lecturer of
Botany, DKD College, Dergaon waos
awarded the Fh D degree by the
Gavhati University for her thesis titled
*Studies on some aspects of Leof Rust
of arematic Cymbopogons caused by
Puccinia nakanishikii”, She worked
under the guidance of Dr Paran
Baruah, Scientist of NEIST and Prof
C L Boissya, Retd. HOD of G U,

Talks delivered

Ms Kalpatarue Dutta Mudoi, 5TA
delivered a talk on “Scope of plant
tissue culture on moss multiplication of
bamboo species’ in the fraining
programme ‘Bamboo Propagaotion
and Management’ held at Compaosite
Training Centre, SIRD, Lichubari,
Jorhat on 26 March, 2008 under aegis
af Divisional Forest Office, Jorhat,

Cr PR Bhattacharyya, Scientist delivered

a lecture on " Prospect of Beekeeping |

in North East India’ in the Beekeeping
training of State Agricultural Officers
of NE Indio held at Assam Agricultural
University on & May, 2008,

Dr Mantu Bhuyan, Scientiet delivered
a lecture on “Honeybee and Crop
pollination’ in the Beekeeping fraining
of State Agricultural Officers on & May,
2008 and alsa in the iroining of
Scientists of KVKs and Beekeepers of
MNE Indig en 17 May, 2008 held at
Assam Agricultural University.

Dr Mantu Bhuyan, Scientist delivered
alecture on *Recent Trends of Science
& Technology’ in the National
Technology Day held ot Bhala Nath
Memaorial Maodel School, Meleng,
lorhat on 13 May, 2008 jointly
organised by Jorhat Branch of Assom
Science Society and Arjya Bhatta
Bigyan Kendra under Jorhat District
Children Science Acaodemy.

Dr Anjan Baruah, Scientfist delivered o
talk on "NEIST Rural Technologies for
socio-economic development’ in the
seminar in connactian with the Kharif
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Kissan Mela held ai Ranipool,
Gangtok, Sikkim during 12-14 June,
2008, °

Training imparted

trs Sewali Goswami, TOA, Defence
Research Laboratory, Tezpur and
Miousumi Saikia, Hemphi Terangpi and
Hrishikesh Dowarah, M.5c students of
Gouhati University were imparted
fraining in "Basic technigues in
Molecular Biology like Palymerase
Chain Reaction [PCR) and cther
malecular separation methads’ in the
Biatechnalagy division of NEIST during
April to 2nd May and 3rd May ta 15
lune, 2008 respectively. The fraining
WIS imporred under the supervision
and guidance of Dr B G Unni, Sclentist
F. Biotechnology Division. The training
was in part fulfilment of the objectives
laid down in the Maoll signed between
MNEIST and DRL, Tezpur and the
Department of Biotechnology, Gauhati
Universily, :

Training attended

Dr IC5 Kataky, Scientist & MR, 150
Secretariat, MEIST attended the [RCA
opproved Lead Auditor Course on 150
14001:2004 EMS Standard imparted
by M/s DNV, Kolkata at Guwahati
during 4-2 May, 2008 in pursuance
of the global movement on
‘Environmental Management System’,

Papers published
International

DEB M L AND BHUYAMN P J - An
efficient method for the synthesis of
indolo|3,2-]carbazoles frem 3,3'-
bislindolylimethanes catalyzed by
molecular iodine, Synlett, 2008, (3],
p-325-28.

RAIC L, MUELLER J, STRUENKAMAN M
G AND RAD P G Microbial growih
reduction in sewoge sludge by stirred
ball mill disintegration and estimatian
by respirometry, Journal of Chemical
Technology and Biotechnology, 2008,
83(3], p-269-78.

GOGO| D K, MAZUMDER 5, SAlKIA
R AND BORA T C : Impact of
submerged culture conditions en growth
and bicactive metabalite producad hy
endophyte Hypocrea spp. NSF-08
isolated from Dillenia indica Linn. in







