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Dr Dipak Kr Dutta (3rd from left), lead Scientist of the technology project, receiving the award from Hon’ble Minister of S&T, GOI, Shri Prithviraj

. Chavan, as Prof S K Brahmachari, DG-CSIR (3rd from right) looks on. Others present (from left) are, Dr Avinash Garg. Dr Pinaki Sengupta, the

two other members of the award winning team and Prof Raghavendra Gadagkar, Director, [ISc, Bangalore.

! The 68th CSIR Foundation Day function was held at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 26 September, 2010 on
the occasion of which the CSIR-Technology Awards-
2010 were formally announced. The CSIR Technology
Awards-2010 in the category of “Innovation” was formally
conferred on CSIR-NEIST Scientists for developing the
process for making “High Strength Proppants”. The
award was given away by Shri Prithviraj Chavan, Hon’ble
Minister of Science & Technology, Govt. of India, to Dr
DK Dutta, Scientist F, Dr Pinaki Sengupta, Scientist F
and Dr Avinash Garg, Scientist G in the presence of
Director General, CSIR Prof Samir K Brahmachari. The
award carried a cash amount worth Rs. 2 lakhs along with
a plaque and a citation. This award winning and patented
innovation is a breakthrough for the hydraulic fracturing
operations for economic recovery of oil and gas and as
far as India is concerned, the developed know-how is the
first in the country in this field. The know-how was initially

developed at laboratory scale in collaboration with
Keshava Deva Malaviya Institute of Petroleum
Exploration (KDMIPE), ONGC, Dehradun and was later
on scaled up to 50kg/batch with the financial aid of Oil
Industry Development Board, New Delhi. The production
conforms to the recommendations of the American
Petroleum Institute (APIl). The work for this technology
was headed by Group Leader Dr Dipak Kumar Dutta,
Scientist F, and the other members of this excellent
innovation included Dr Pinaki Sengupta, Scientist F, Dr
Ranju Duarah, Scientist G, Dr Avinash Garg, Scientist G,
Mr Umesh Chandra Borah, Scientist G (retd) and Mr Dilip
Kumar Dutta, Scientist G (retd). Besides, two external
members namely Mr Gajendra Singh Pundeer and Mr
Vinay Chandra Rundwal, both Joint Director, KDMIPE,
ONGC, Dehradun were also involved and contributed
significantly to the innovation. The proposal for the award
was nominated by the Director, NEIST.




































