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Higher Education in Indian Universities

- Establishing Quality Benchmarks.
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This article deals with the approach and strategy for the development of hi gher
education based on a UGC report on the subject published in October 2008.
The report is about education imparted in universities and colleges from

undergraduate and postgraduate level.
Need for expansion of higher education

The expansion of higher education is the most talked about issue in the country
today. In the year 2008 we had 431 universities {(including deemed and private
ones}), 200 677 colleges enrolling about 116 lakh students and employing about
five lakh teachers. However, in terms of the gross enrolment ratio (GER),
which is the ratio of students enrolled to total population of persons in the age
group of I8 10 23 vears, the actual requirement of the number of universities
and colleges 1s much higher than the existing numbers. The GER is about 54
per cent in developed countries, the world average is 23 per cent, and is 11 per
cent in India. To improve the GER it is required to take a two pronged strategy.
which are (1) 10 increase the number of universities, colleges, technical and
other institutions; and (2) to enhance the intake capacity in existing educational
institutions, preferably by introducing more job-oriented courses. Based on the
available data, in order to increase GER by 15 per cemt by 2012, we require

about 1500 universities each enrolling about 10 000 students.

The GER in Assam (6.7 per cent in 2005 and the projected 9.6 per cent by
2012). 18 much b_elow the nationai average. Among the population, projected 36

93 000 in the age group 18 1o 24 vears by 2012: we have onty four universities.



four cngineering colleges. and three medical colleges. According to a recent
analysis on higher education. which suggests onc university per two lakh
population in the 18-24 age group and ten colleges per ong lakh population n
the 18-24 age group. we require about 20 universities and 400 colleges

Assan, about 50 of these colleges should be engineering and medical colleges.

Several strategies for restructuring the existing system are proposed, which arc:

(a) Cluster of colleges be merged to form a universie.,

(b) Large universities should give rise to smaller ones. cach university
should not have more than 30 colleges,

(¢) Colleges accredited 10 "A" grade by NAAC be given autonomous status
or be converted 1o deemed universities, and

(d) Private organisations be encouraged to set up unmn ersities and colleges.

(&) Universities should be encouraged 1o introduce courses on technology,

management, and interdisciplinary programme in the main campus.

Benchmarks of quality in higher education

The quality of a university or a college may be measured by several laotors
such as the quality of the teachers, physical infrastructurc and facilitics, and
academic administration. Appontment of teachers of very high quality with Ph.
D. degrec is a pre-requisite for quality education. A high quality university or
college has better infrastructure and facilities. Based on a statistical analysis the
national fevel benchmarks of academic indicators of high quality for an "A’
grade university or college are identified by a 1JGC repott. Analysis revealed
thai the guality of w university/college bears significant relationship with
several paramelers. Some of these are a high Student to Teacher Ratio (STR)

(20 with total number of teachers; 30 with permanenl teachers). number of

chery per department in w pmivereity (107, proportian of filled up teaching
positions (75%), number of books (3.5 lakh in a upiversity; 1.2 lakhs in a
college). journals, and compulers. In addition, the age of the university and the

number of departments in a university are indicators since these are indicative












